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INFORMATION TO PROTECT OUR COMMUNITIES

Overview

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) will conduct exposure
assessments in communities near current or former military bases and that
are known to have had Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) in their
drinking water. The information from the exposure assessments will help
inform future studies evaluating the impact of PFAS exposure on human
health. People in each of these communities will be randomly selected to

participate in these exposure assessments.

Exposure Assessment Background

An exposure assessment is a way to look at whether
people in a community might have been exposed

to a certain type of substance in their environment.
People are tested to see whether they have been
exposed. Using this information, public health
professionals provide guidance to help people
reduce or stop exposure. An exposure assessment
does not look at what types of health problems the
exposure might cause.

The 2018 National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) authorized CDC/ATSDR to look at PFAS
exposure in communities near current or former
military bases that are known to have had PFAS in
their drinking water (See map on page 2). These
exposure assessments will build upon the CDC/
ATSDR-funded PFAS exposure assessment pilot
work being done by the Pennsylvania Department
of Health in Bucks and Montgomery Counties and
by the New York State Department of Health in
Westhampton.
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The primary goal of these
exposure assessments is

to provide information to
communities about levels of PFAS
in their bodies. The exposure
assessments will also:

e Measure PFAS in drinking water

e Measure PFAS in indoor dust
samples from some homes.

How the Exposure Assessments will
Help Your Community

The exposure assessments will:

e | ead to a better understanding of environmental
factors that affect PFAS exposure. Communities
might use this information to reduce PFAS
exposure.

e Produce information that can be used by public
health professionals across the nation to help
communities impacted by PFAS.

e |nform future studies looking at the impact of
PFAS exposure on human health, such as CDC/
ATSDR’s planned multi-site health study.

e |n communities where exposure assessments
take place, the exposure assessments will;

»  Give participants information about their
individual exposures to PFAS.

» Help individual participants and their
communities better understand their
exposure to PFAS.

» Provide information that communities can
use to reduce PFAS exposure.
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Exposure Assessment Sites

CDC/ATSDR used a rigorous process to choose
sites for the exposure assessments, starting by
identifying all communities that were known to have
PFAS in their drinking water. We then considered
other factors, such as what kind of water supply
the community had, how much PFAS was in the
water, and whether it was near a military site. In

addition, we looked at how long the exposure might
have lasted, and how many people may have been
exposed in the community. The sites also had to fit
specific scientific criteria so that they will give CDC/
ATSDR a good chance of learning information that is
valuable to the selected communities, and to other
communities facing similar PFAS exposure.
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El Paso County, CO
Near Peterson Air Force Base

Fairbanks North Star Borough, AK
Near Eielson Air Force Base
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Bucks County and Montgomery County, PA
Near Horsham Air Guard Station and former
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Willow
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¥
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Near Reese Technology Center
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Hampden County, MA
Near Barnes Air National
Guard Base

Orange County, NY
Near Stewart Air
National Guard Base
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A Westhampton, NY
.‘gé’ Near Gabreski Air
‘W National Guard Base

New Castle County, DE
Near New Castle Air
National Guard Base

@  PFAS Exposure Assessment Site
A PFAS Exposure Assessment Technical Tools (PEATT) Pilot Site

Next Steps

CDC/ATSDR will start work on the eight exposure
assessments in 2019 and anticipates they

will continue through 2020. We will meet with
communities to introduce ourselves, share our
plans, and answer questions about the exposure
assessments. During this time the Pennsylvania
Department of Health and New York State Department
of Health will continue their work at the pilot sites
(PEATT). Participants will receive their individual test
results with a written explanation as soon as they are
available. We will also present overall findings and
provide a written report to each community.

CDC/ATSDR will work closely with community members
during the exposure assessments to:

e Answer their questions and hear their concerns

e Promote transparency

e Promote understanding

For more information on the work CDC/ATSDR is
doing to address PFAS exposure, please visit ATSDR’s
PFAS website https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/.

For other exposure assessment or PFAS-related
questions, please email pfas@cdc.gov.
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